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	Harmful substances
Many materials or substances used or created at work could harm students’ health. These substances could be dusts, gases or fumes that you breathe in, or liquids, gels or powders that come into contact with the eyes or skin. There could also be harmful micro-organisms present that can cause infection, an allergic reaction or are toxic. Lead, asbestos and radioactive substances have their own specific regulations

Harmful substances can be present in anything from paints and cleaners to flour dust, solder fume, blood or waste. Ill health caused by these substances is preventable. Many substances can harm health but, used properly, they almost never do.
HSE Guidance

	Substance:

(COSHH data sheet provided)
Are there safer alternatives?
	Risk:
E.g. dust, fume, vapour, mist or gas. Skin contact with liquids, pastes and dusts
	Control Measures:
E.g. PPE provided,
Exhaust ventilation, Process contained 
	Advice Given to students:
What are the hazards and risks are and what they need to do to protect themselves.
	Where is the substance stored?
Access restricted?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



	Fire Risk
Most fires are preventable. Everybody at Dorset Craft Workshops can avoid them by taking responsibility for and adopting the right behaviours and procedures. Please consider what materials and processes used in your classes might be a fire risk.


	Sources of ignition:
E.g. heaters, naked flames, electrical equipment, anything that can get very hot or cause sparks
	Sources of fuel: 
E.g. Wood, paper, plastic, solvents, paint, rubber or foam, loose craft materials, rubbish, furniture
	Control Measures:
E.g. keep sources of ignition and flammable substances apart, avoid build-up of rubbish 

	Fire-fighting equipment:
E.g. fire blanket, Co² extinguisher, Foam extinguisher etc.  
	Storage and labelling of combustible materials:

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	







	Accidents 


	Source of Risk: 
E.g. Tools, Equipment and Machinery 
Electrical equipment
Lifting and carrying 
	Type of Risk: 
E.g. Cuts, Burns, Scalds, Electric Shock, strains, falls  
	Control Measures:
PPE, guards, maintenance, training, supervision, restricted access 
	Maintenance:

PAT testing, routine maintenance etc. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc155277248]Please also see the section regarding the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013 (RIDDOR) in the DCW Policy Pack. 
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